
Tuesday, December 22 
 
From Mary Wolf’s, “Jesus’ Family Tree: Advent 2020” 
Fourth Tuesday in Advent 
 
O God of love, O King of peace, 
Make wars throughout the world to cease; 
Our greed and sinful wrath restrain. 
Give peace, O God, 
Give peace again.  (LBW 414) 
 
If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and destroy both our holy place and 
our nation."  (John 11:48) 
 
Alexander the Great of Macedonia had conquered most of the Mediterranean world, including Israel. His successors tried 
brutally to suppress Jewish religion and culture and that is where the festival of Hanukkah (The feast of the Dedication – 
John 10:22) began. And then the Romans came out of Italy with their armies and conquered most of the Mediterranean 
world, including Israel. After a massive power struggle following the assassination of Julius Caesar in 44 BC (BCE) the 
Roman Empire came into being under Caesar Augustus (Luke 2:1) with the “Pax Romana” – a peace that was kept by 
force of arms and fear. The Roman hand fell heavy on Israel. But the people still hoped for a Messiah who would drive 
out the Romans. But the One who was coming was the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) not a maker of war. 
 
Prayer:   O God of ev’ry nation, of ev’ry race and land,  
   Redeem your whole creation with your almighty hand.  
   Where hate and fear divide us and bitter threats are hurled,  
   In love and mercy guide us and heal our strife-torn world. Amen.   (LBW 416) 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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(O Antiphon for December 22nd) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
O King of all nations and 

keystone of the Church: 
come and save man, whom 
you formed from the dust! 

This coming Sunday, December 27, our 10:30 AM service will be  

“Christmas Lessons and Carols”.  The UNYS video, above, will be featured.  
You can watch the video here. Can you spot any familiar faces?  
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For those of you who will not be able 

to physically come to see your 
church decorated for Christmas,  

here are a few pictures. 


