
Show and Share the Love of God in Jesus Christ 

November 3, 2020 
 
If you’re looking for a place 
to bury your gifts, try a 
nursing home. 
 
Dear Friends and  
Members— 
 
I asked my husband, Tim, 
to share a few thoughts 
about talents given and  
talents hidden, after his  
recent 2 weeks stay at  
Beechwood Homes for  
Re-hab, following knee  
replacement surgery. Here’s 
what he said: 
 
The most shocking thing I 
realized after knee  
replacement, was how little 
I could do for myself. I’m 
talking the basics: I couldn’t 
wash myself, I couldn’t 
clean myself. I needed help 
with everything. I felt 
caught in the crossfire  
between humility and  
humiliation. I tried to  
project an attitude of  
gratefulness for the way 

people were willing to help 
me, but it was hard. At  
Beechwood, I was just 
“Tim” and I tried to engage 
with the staff by asking 
about their lives, their work, 
even their hopes. Then 
someone let the cat out of 
the bag. I got a couple of 
get-well cards addressed to 
“Reverend Tim.” 
 
Before long, a young man 
asked me to pray for his 
step-daughter who is in an 
abusive relationship, and 
wondered what else he and 
his wife could do? And  
another staff person, a 
young African woman told 
me how she had worked in 
the dementia unit before 
moving to rehab, and how 
hard it was for her to see 
the decline of these mostly 
elderly folks slipping away. 
Another younger aide asked 
me to pray for her because 
she didn’t feel safe, and yet 
another, a south-east Asian. 
Said to me: You’re a  
Lutheran, right? Does that 

mean you believe in Jesus 
Christ?  
 
If ever there was a time and 
a reason to hide my gifts, it 
was to heal from surgery 
and prepare myself to move 
on.  But God taught me 
such a simple lesson; they 
weren’t MY gifts, they were 
God’s and God would use 
them if he wanted to. And 
now  I have a new, small 
group of people I had never 
met before, for whom I can 
pray that through their lives 
and their faith, God may 
receive glory in this world. 
Thanks for letting me share 
my story.—Pastor Tim 
 
So everyone, where are you 
this time around? Trinity is 
in a familiar space, tempted 
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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

TRINITAS  

From Pastor’s Desk 

TRINITAS 
November 15th is Stewardship Sunday 

 
Our annual Stewardship 

Letter and Pledge Card will 
be mailed soon.  Please 
keep your eye out for it!  
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Faith In Action 

 

Communion for those not gathered in worship 
For many years, local congregations made arrangements to 
bring Holy Communion to shut-ins.  These were the elderly, 
the sick, the homebound and prisoners.  Today this has 
changed drastically.  Along with shut-ins we have some who 
are shut out, some who are geographically distant, some who 
are at risk, and some who may be quarantined.  Regardless of 
your situation if you would appreciate receiving the elements 
of Holy Communion so you can more fully participate in the 
life of the church, PLEASE contact us.  We can do a variety 
of things to meet the specific needs of your situation.  We 
can come for an in-home visit, drop the elements off, send 
you a kit via mail, share communion through a window.  
Whatever the restrictions may be, we will find a way to help 

you share fully in the worship of the church, as a disciple of 
Jesus Christ.  
But please 
call us,  
contact the 
church office 
and get the  
process  
started. 

Gerard Place Soup Kitchen: Friends of Night People will 
be providing take-out meals through the end of 2020.   
Trinity will be providing 2 volunteers of the 4th Wednesday 
of each month through then.  
Hearts for the Homeless:   Collecting clothing in the red 
box in the parking lot.  
Collections:  There are containers on the table in the nar-
thex for the following: Ronald McDonald House (can 
tabs), Stamps for a Living (postage stamps) and Dash's 
Markets (receipts—we are collecting receipts from 2019 
and 2020). 
Wands for Wildlife which began with the  
Appalachian Wildlife Rescue group has now grown into its 
own global nonprofit.  From their website:  “While  
Appalachian Wild is proud to have founded the Wands for 
Wildlife program, the adventure grew beyond the scope and 
mission of our wildlife rehabilitation facility taking on a life 
of its own (which is great!)”  Wands for Wildlife is  
expanding efforts to support wildlife rehabilitation along 
with encouraging greater mindfulness of the impact of  
human activities, including the use of plastics, on the envi-
ronment. 11 mascara wands were sent this month which are 
used to help remove fly eggs and larva from the fur and 
feathers of wild animals. There is a container in narthex for 
continued collection of used, clean wands.  
Amazonsmile: If you shop Amazon, consider doing so 
through Amazon Smile indicating that you are  supporting 
Trinity as the church will receive 0.5% of eligible purchas-
es. 1) Log into smile.amazon.com 2) Enter sign-in info or 
create an account. 3) At the top of the next screen under the 

search box, there is a place to select the charity one wishes to 
support. Type "Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church". Select 
the one that says "East Amherst, NY" 4) Shop online.   
Contact Kathy Back with any questions. 
Food Pantry for Community of Good Neighbors 
(Formerly Resurrection Church and Food  
Pantry): Thank you for your very generous donations for 
our ‘God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday’! 
TriniKnits: Because of the difficult economic situation so 
many are facing we would like to increase our  
production/collection of knit goods this year.  We will again 
be placing our knit, crocheted and purchased hats, gloves, 
mittens and scarves at Cathedral Park downtown for our 
homeless brothers and sisters.  Last year we placed 75 items.  
This year we are hoping to place 100!  If you have any  
questions about this ministry and how you can help, please 
see Barb Seegar. 



Mission Message from Marcia Brown: Our Church Responds to the Pandemic 
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When one member of the body of Christ suffers, all suffer 
together. Launched in response to the unprecedented need 
caused by the coronavirus pandemic, the ELCA’s COVID-
19 Response Fund supports the ministries of this church 
most in need and best positioned to make an impact.  
 
In the US, unemployment has soared. We are seeing rising 
demands on our food pantries, homeless shelters, and social 
services. Around the world, millions of people living in  
poverty are facing this pandemic without reliable access to 
sanitation or health care. 
 
At the same timer, congregations across the ELCA have 
quickly employed creative thinking, innovation, and new 
technology to continue ministering to members, those in 
need, and those hurting and searching for peace.  
 
$1.5 million has been raised to date, and this generosity is 
making an impact. For example: 

 

Support for congregations and local ministries serving 
communities that are disproportionally at risk from 
the pandemic, especially as it relates to health  

 concerns, exposure risk and/or economic status. 
Support for the health, safety, and well-being of leaders 

and church employees who are critical to carrying 
out the mission of this church. 

Support ministries around the world that provide people 
in poverty with health care, sanitation and hygiene 
supplies, clean water, food, and shelter—resources 
critical to slowing the spread of the virus.   

 
The needs are great. So are the opportunities.  This response 
fund is made possible by your generous 
gifts. Thank you! 
 
We are church together for the sake of 
the world. God’s Work. Our Hands. 

The Faith-In-Action committee has decided to do a project in 
November, in thanksgiving for our good fortunes, to help those 
in need in our community, by donating to The Hope Project of 
WNY, Inc., located in the Eastern Hills Mall.  The Hope Project 
is an organization that accepts applications from low-income 
households in order to obtain furniture, clothing, hygiene and 
cleaning products and toys, free of charge!  During the month of 
November, we'll be accepting donations of hygiene and cleaning 
products.  There will be a large basket on the display case to place 
donations.  Monetary gifts are welcome also.  For more  
information go to thehopeprojectofwny.org. 

Faith In Action:  The Hope Project 

From Pastor’s Desk (continued) 
this time around? Trinity is in a familiar space, tempted by fears, yet proven in 
faith. The key to this gospel story is not that you have to decide what to do 
with YOUR gifts, but that you have to decide what to do with GOD’S gifts. 
 
Be generous, be fearless, and even in a time when you feel weak, remember 
you carry within you the strength of God. 
 
Pastor Wendy Buckley 
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Return of the Living Stones and Contemporary Worship 

We need Disinfectant Spray and Wipes 

Mission Message from Marcia Brown:  PRAISE  AND  THANKSGIVING 
In the middle of a pandemic, when so much of the news is 
bleak, let’s stop and give thanks for so many blessings. All 
the websites below can be copied and pasted, or just go to 
ELCA.org and explore. Happy Thanksgiving to all! 
 
We are thankful for: 
 
A church that feeds the hungry. See elca.org/our-work/
relief-and-development /ELCA-world-hunger. 
 
A church that believes everyone deserves justice and 
dignity. See elca.org/our-work/publicly-engaged-church/
advocacy. 
 
Chaplains that minister to our troops overseas. See 
elca.org/our-work/leaders/federal-chaplaincy-ministries. 
Over 200 missionaries in 40+ countries all over the 
world. See elca.org/our-work/global mission/global ser-
vice/support-missionaries. 
 
 A church that supports and aids areas that have expe-
rienced disasters. See elca.org/our-work/relief-and-
development/ /Lutheran-disaster-response. 
 
Lutheran camps that foster the faith journey of our 
children. See elca.org/our-work/related-ministries/outdoor
-ministry. 
 
 26 Lutheran colleges and universities. See elca.org/ our
-work/leadership/colleges-and-universities. 

Campus ministries that minister to our young adults 
while away at school. See elca.org/ related-ministries/
campus-ministry. 
 
A devotional tool to learn more about the Bible. See 
elca.org/our-work/congregations-and synods/book-of-faith. 
 
A church that responds to people caught in conflict. 
See elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/Lutheran-
immigration-and-refugee-service. 
 
Migrant minors who are protected and advocated for. 
See elca.org/our-work/publicly-engaged-church/AMMPRO 
A church that thoughtfully and carefully explores 
social issues. See elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-
statement. 
 
All these widely varied and essential programs are possible 
because of your Mission support.  
Thank you! 
 
We are church together  
for the sake of the world.  
God’s Work. Our Hands. 

On Sunday, October 11th a reconfigured ‘Living Stones’ provided music for our contemporary worship, “A New Song”.  As 
we are currently having worship once per week at 10:30 AM on Sundays, “A New Song” will be celebrated monthly on the 
second Sunday of the month, with traditional Eucharist on the remaining Sundays. This Sunday, 11/8/20 is the second Sun-
day of November, and so we will celebrate “A New Song”.    

Thankfully we have plenty of TP these days, but Disinfectant Spray and  

Disinfecting Wipes are still in short supply.  We still have some here at  

Trinity, but if you come across any in your shopping, please pick up a  

container for church and we will reimburse you. Wegman’s brand, Aldi  

brand, any store brands are just fine, too. Thank you! 
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A Few Pictures from the Baptism of Daniela Elizabeth Cruz 

A Gift from Pastor Dan 

The Crown Stained Glass window 
near the reception desk has been 
donated by Pastor Dan in  
thanksgiving for our years of  
ministry together.  This window was 
originally located in Redeemer  
Lutheran Church (LCMS) in  
Newark, New York.  The window 
was in the original building and was 
storm damaged, then moved to 
storage when the congregation built 
a new facility.  In those years the 

window was further damaged by   
moving, and improper storage so it 
could not be fully restored.  This panel 
is a reworking of the original glass. 
The gold colored Crown medallion is 
painted with Silver stain, which is 
what gives "stained glass" its common 
name. The original window dates 
from about 1890 and was most  
probably produced in France or  
Germany.   Thank you, Pr. Dan! 

A New Website 

On Sunday, September 27th, Daniela 
Elizabeth Cruz, daughter of Helen 
Marie Eckman and Jose Cruz Pagan, 
and granddaughter of Susan Hayden, 
was baptized here at Trinity.  In this 
difficult time we celebrate happy  
occasions like this with extra joy.   
Welcome to God’s family, Daniela! 

Vicar Meghan has created a brand-new website for Trinity.  

It is up and running at: www.trinityontransit.org.   

If  you miss a Sunday service, the recordings can be found there.   

We also post the weekly Announcements, Minitas, Trinitas and Exegesis notes.  



Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8760 Transit Road 
East Amherst, New York   14051 

Rev. Daniel Hoffman, Pastor 
716-688-9245 
trinityontransit11@gmail.com 
Saturday 5:00 PM  “A New Song” 
Sunday 10:30 AM Eucharist, July & August 9:30 AM 
www.trinityeastamherst.org 
www.facebook.com/TrinityOnTransit/   
AND 
www.facebook.com/ELCZ-ELCA-Mission-Bridges-
1526450414081488/ 

ZOOM  CONNECTION 
For Wednesday Exegesis, Wednesday night Bible Study, Sunday morning 
Worship and any other services, we will be using Zoom at 
https://zoom.us/ .  You will need to download the app to your computer, 
phone or device.  Then, to join our Zoom meeting simply go to: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4605504086 (code is 460 550 4086). The 

password for Trinity is:  600776.  If you are using dial-up, find your local 

number at: https://us04web.zoom.us/u/fei59xzihG.   
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

 
Plans are currently being made to  
offer two Christmas Eve worship 

services, one contemporary and one 
traditional.  Details will be available 

in upcoming issues of  Minitas and in 
the weekly Announcements.   

“God’s care for human society calls us to rise again each day … 
to appreciate — and do — the work of self-government.”  
              —From the ELCA social message:     
                    “Government and Civic Engagement in the United States” 
 
We have voted. We have engaged in the work of self-government. Now 
God has granted us a pause, to turn our focus back to him and to the 
greater truths that no election results can alter.  In this time in-between 
doing our part and learning the results, we can each choose to be a 
voice for peace and a presence of calm trust, for those who, for  
whatever reason, just can’t or won’t muster up peace and calm.  Now is 
our time to shine with as much love and trust in God’s mysterious 
providence as we can.    
 
We have been through some challenging times this year.  These times 
have strengthened us and given us confidence that, with God, we can 
get through a lot of difficulty, and spread hope in the process.  Let’s 
lean in on that strength now. Let’s double-down on trusting God’s 
work in our hearts, minds and souls.  Let’s be the lights in the darkness 
and the encouragers to the despairing. God has a plan. With our help 
His light will shine on in our beloved country, no matter what.  

Minitas Moment 

Suellen 


