
Tuesday, October 27 
 
Sunday, November 1, 2020 
All Saints Day, Year A 
Introduction from Sundays & Seasons 
 
All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body of 
Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many northern regions, the 
readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in Christ and whose baptism 
is complete. At the Lord’s table we gather with the faithful of every time and place, 
trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled and that all tears will be wiped away 
in the new Jerusalem. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
 
In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are blessed with God’s favor. His teaching is surprising and 
shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, and control over others. 
 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to 
speak, and taught them, saying: 
  3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.” 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Sandi Lau sent in this quote of  unknown origin, that 
seems particularly appropriate for this time we are all 
living through: 
 

“Accept what is, 
Let go of what was, 

And have faith in what will be.” 
 
Thank you, Sandi!  If  YOU have anything you’d like to 
share, please email to trinityontransit11@gmail.com.   
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Our Zoom account is called “Trinity East Amherst” and our log-in for Sunday service is: 
 
ID#  872 5580 8440 Passcode:  397177 
 
Wednesday Exegesis continues to offer in-person and Zoom using Pastor Dan’s account:  
 
ID#  460 550 4086 Passcode:  600776 
 
Both of these accounts can be found at https://zoom.us/ .  Download the app to your computer, phone or device and   
go to: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4605504086  If you are using dial-up, find your local number at: https://
us04web.zoom.us/u/fei59xzihG.  To watch the recording of Sunday’s service go to www.trinityontransit.org. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
A Most Generous Offer from a Trinity Member:  I am making masks and would be willing to supply them for Trinity members/employees 
who need one. (Adult sized only).  They are 2 layers of cotton with non-woven interfacing. Colors would vary.  So, if you would like to take our 
generous sewer/donor up on this offer, please email or call me trinityontransit11@gmail.com or 352-4450) and I will pass your request on.  The 
donor will mail to the address you provide.  The donor also specifies the preference of no payment.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
From Morning by Morning” by Marva J. Dawn 
edited by Karen Dismer, Page Week 26, Friday 
 
An idol? - A workman casts it, 
And a goldsmith overlays it with gold, 
And casts for it silver chains.   Isaiah 40:19 (NRSV) 
 
The writer of Isaiah 40 was justly sarcastic with the Israelites. To be swept into the worship of  
the false deities of their neighbors was sheer folly on their part. God had warned them that they  
must destroy the pagan influences that surrounded them, and he had proved himself time and  
again to be faithful to his promises and powerful to care for his people… 
 Lest we condemn them heedlessly, however, let’s remember that we all do the same  
thing. God has warned us, and he has proved himself faithful time and again—and yet, in blatant  
rejection or whimpering complaint, we turn away from him to all sorts of false gods. We array  
against him material pleasures, power and prestige, or the ambitions of the surrounding culture… 
and never realize how ludicrous is the comparison… 
 How do we reduce God and miss what he wants to be for us and to give to us?  
When I choose the ease of temptation instead of the struggle of obedience, I miss the ecstasy of victory.  When I 
choose the pleasure of sin instead of the pain of faithfulness, I miss the multifaceted Shalom of well-being with God 
and with myself and with my neighbor. When I crave affirmation from the world to boost my ego, I get hollow  
accolades that prevent me from hearing the true sense of worth that God allows. 
 We make so many things into idols without pausing to realize that they are the products of our own hands. We commit 
our lives to them and invest all our wealth in them. We spend our time crafting them and all our resources decorating them…. 
 The understanding of idolatries does not mean the elimination of possessions or the ending of the pleasures. We must 
remember, however, that such things are never ends in themselves. Our pleasures and possessions, our positions and professions 
are means to the end of loving God and glorifying him forever. 
 
Prayer:  Giver of all good things, teach us to value your gifts of time, talents, and possessions for their true purposes—to love and 
serve only you…   Amen.   To Walk and Not Faint, pp. 114-118 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Marva Dawn is a Lutheran theologian whom I have become acquainted with through Pr. Dan and now, through Pr. Wendy.  Her 
books are wonderfully deep, which is sometimes too much for me!  The daily devotional book, “Morning by Morning” gives  
bite-sized nuggets of Dawn’s thoughts, just enough for me to chew on throughout the day.  To me, the highlighted passage 
reads like a corollary to the Beatitudes, which we will read this coming Sunday (see page 1).  Yes, “blessed are they”, and  
Furthermore, those who choose not to follow Jesus’ way of blessing, miss out on so much, as does everyone around them. When I 
fall short of the high calling of the Beatitudes I miss out on God’s best for me, and the world is less blessed.  Our world needs 
more blessing.  Our world needs more Shalom. While the life of the Beatitudes, “does not mean the elimination of possessions or 
the ending of the pleasures,” it does mean holding possessions and pleasures, and everything of this world, a bit more loosely, and 
with an eternal perspective.  As we join All the Saints gathered at Jesus’ feet to hear him speak to our hearts and teach our weary 
minds, I pray that we let go of all we believe we need to grasp onto to be ‘blessed’, and choose Jesus counter-cultural way of being 
blessed and being a blessing, instead.   Suellen 


