
Suellen 

Wednesday, April 7 
 
Excerpts from the Easter meditation from Marva Dawn’s, Morning by Morning 
 
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
        1 Corinthians 15:20 
 
Everything hinges on the resurrection. If there is no resurrection, we might as well give  
everything up….But if there is a resurrection from the dead then all heaven breaks loose…. 
 
….but if Christ has not been raised, you are stuck with yourself, with your inability to be who 
you want to be, with your not being able to say, do or think what you wish you could. If Christ 
is not raised, you cannot be delivered from yourself. 
 
“BUT NOW,” Paul says. Those are two of his best words in the biblical vocabulary; they signal a dramatic change…. 
“BUT NOW,” Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of the ones having fallen asleep (v.20)...That changes 
EVERYTHING!  Christ is risen: 
 
So we do know that we, too, shall be raised; 
We do know that our preaching is not meaningless; 
We do know that our faith is not in vain; 
We do know that what we have learned about God can be trusted; 
We do know that those who have died are alive in Christ; 
We do know that suffering and sorrow are not the last word; 
We do know that there is a solid foundation to our faith; 
We do know that there is a joyous reason to be here worshipping to celebrate our resurrection; 
We do know that we are not wretched or pitiable, but instead we have the best news to share, the best news in all the 
world: we are home free. 
We do know that, no matter who or what we are, God welcomes us into this story, this hope, this forgiveness, this new 
life, this resurrection, this Joy! 
 
Prayer 
 
Glorious Christ, please help us never to lose the wonder that you are indeed raised from the dead. Fill us with Joy and 
eagerness to share this good news with the world…    Amen.   
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“But if there is a resurrection from the dead then all heaven breaks loose….” 
 
We do believe in the Resurrection of our Lord.  So, do we allow “all heaven to break loose” in our hearts, our minds, our lives?  Do 
we live knowing that everything that hinged on that moment has come to pass, no matter what the circumstances of our day to day 
lives?  Do we trust that Jesus has given us his peace, his joy, his hope for eternal life, even if our feelings run contrary?  This Easter I 
invite you to give yourself a break if you don’t “feel” the Resurrection deep in your soul.  Feelings are very poor indicators of the 
spiritual life.  I invite you to trust that, as you continue to seek our Lord, his peace, his presence, and to do his will in your life, your 
feelings will catch up, in his perfect timing.  I hope I’m not coming across as bossy.  I’m writing this because I need to read it myself.  
I love Lent.  It’s strange, but I enjoy the discipline, the detachment from worldliness and the extra prayer time.  I always enter Easter 
with a bit of trepidation, because I don’t believe I know “how” to celebrate the greatness of the Resurrection.  But the truth is I 
don’t have to know “how”.  Jesus will lead me.  Jesus knows I am little, weak and incapable of great ponderings of something as all-
encompassing as the Resurrection.  He will take my little efforts, my little failures, and receive them with joy, a joy he will return to 
me.  He loves me, and he loves you, just where we are, even if there’s a little Lent left in our Easter.   
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As promised, here are a few pictures of the  
joyous, abundant Easter display created by 
Pr. Wendy. The entire church is filled with 
signs of New Life in this season of the  
Resurrection of our Lord.  THANK YOU 
for all of you who have 
added to this celebration 
by your prayers, presence 
and the sharing of all 
of your gifts! 

Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection,  
not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime.  
         —Martin Luther 


