
Wednesday, January 20 
Excerpted from “Morning by Morning” by Marva Dawn 
Saturday, Week 38 
 
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. In this way love 
is made complete among us…  1 John 4:16b-17 
 
One of the most terrifying aspects of the technological society is its loss of intimacy. Many peo-
ple in our culture are desperate for affection, and most do not know how to give or receive it. 
Sabbath keeping offers us the possibility for learning to deepen our relationships and to embrace 
others with godly affection. 
 
Sabbath keeping offers us hope for relationships because of its emphasis on our relationship  
with God….The intentionality of the day lends itself to a conscious enjoyment of our  
relationships with, and delight in , each other as the outgrowth of our delight in Yahweh…. 
 
This frequently used image is wonderfully true: our relationships are like spokes of a wheel— 
the closer we draw to the center, which is God, the closer we are to the other spokes…. 
 
Worship offers a multiplicity of opportunities for feasting in relationships. We repent together  
for our failures and receive the forgiveness for which the corporate body of Christ is responsible 
(John 20:21-23). We sing together and join our hearts and voices in praise. We pray about the  
concerns of others and commit ourselves to continued support of them during the week to come. 
We hear the results of our prayers, celebrate together the answers that God has given, and weep together over the  
sadnesses of this strange world. We pass to each other the handshake or embrace or kiss of peace. We feast together in 
the Holy Supper that calls us to discern therein the true body of Christ, which  nourishes his Body, the Church…. 
 
When we set aside a whole day to cease the work of the week, we accept the gift of time for deepening relationships 
through visits and hospitality,...for writing letters or making phone calls to distant loved ones, for thinking about others 
and spending extra time in prayer for them or making gifts for them…. 
 
Indeed, the Christian community has much to offer the world as an alternative society full of honorable affection and 
intimacy. 
 
Prayer:   Intimate God, may our Sabbath keeping draw us closer to you and to each other…    Amen.   
         (Keeping the Sabbath Wholly, pp. 189-93) 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In this time when we aren’t able to, “pass to each other the handshake or embrace of kiss of peace,” our shared worship and  
entering into Sabbath rest, no matter what form it takes, is all the more important.  Thank you, Trinity family, for all of the creative 
ways you show and share Jesus’ love, even in the midst of strange times indeed. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lutheran Charities presents: Wine and Chocolate Pairings!  

Save the date for Thursday, February 11th at 7:30pm for a virtual wine and 

chocolate pairings event! For just $60.00, this online event includes four bottles 
of wine and chocolates, available for pick up or delivery. Enter into our virtual 

tasting room for a guided experience with an expert from Addy’s Fine Wine 

and Spirits. This makes a perfect gift for Valentine’s Day! Register at our web-
site, wnylutherancharities.org and stay up to date on announcements on our  

Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn, @wnylutherancharities! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please continue to keep our brothers and sisters in Zimbabwe in your  
daily prayers.  Pr. Shakemore emailed this past week and assured us 
 of his prayers for us here in the US during this trying time. 
How good it is to know of his prayers, love and concern!
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Because many of you aren’t able to come in to Trinity in person these days, we 
thought we’d share some pictures of the changes going on.  The Holy Family statue 
has been moved to a more prominent location as you see at left.  It makes an  
immediate impression when you walk in.  It draws you in and is very warm and  
welcoming.  The display case is still highly visible, but off to one side.  As the updates 
and alterations happen we’ll continue to show them to you.  Small changes in  
perspective can make a big difference!  Thank you Pr. Wendy and all of your helpers! 


