
Wednesday, August 4th 
Jean-Baptiste Vianney: the Cure d’Ars 
by Pastor Tim for St. Laika’s 
 
Today Saint Laika’s remembers John Baptist Vianney, a French priest who lived through the French 

Revolution and its aftermath and spent forty-one years of his life in the village of Ars. 
The French Revolution was a major overthrow of the social order beginning with the 

abolishment of serfdom in 1789, the outlawing of Catholicism, the embrace of radical 

new ideas such as a ten-day week and a complete renaming of the calendar. The great 
cathedral of Notre Dame was renamed the Temple of Reason. It made the American 

Revolution of 1776 seem mild in comparison. 
 

It was into this tumult that John Baptist Vianney was born in 1786. Religious Instruc-

tion was banned until 1802 and when the revolution itself was overthrown, France  
embraced Napoleon, whose thirst for empire-building in Europe led France to be 

plunged into a series of devastating wars. John Vianney was an army deserter and 

spent much of the early years of the nineteenth century in hiding. In 1810 amnesty was 
declared for all deserters and John Vianney surfaced again. 

 
He had received very little education as a child and when he was able to go to school he was labelled “slow.” He had a 

desire to become a priest and was very nearly rejected by his bishop for his difficulty in learning. He was finally ordained 

to the priesthood in 1829. He was sent to Ars, a small, out of the way village of two hundred and forty people. 
 

The most disastrous consequence of the revolution was the religious ignorance of the people and he struggled to redress 

that, but his sermons were poor and the fruits of his labours were not to be found in the pulpit. What made John  
Vianney the outstanding example of holiness, was his ability to connect with people through the confession of their sins. 

He was extremely insightful, and a real help to the people who came to him for confession. Soon his reputation began to 
spread, and people were flocking to Ars, keeping him in the confessional for between twelve and sixteen hours a day. He 

was known for his gentleness and mercy toward sinners, and for the effective advice he gave that helped people to live 

better lives. 
He died on this day in 1859. 

 

Scripture. In the "First Letter of John," chapter one, verses eight and nine, we read: "If we say 

that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he 

who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
 

Prayer. Almighty God, you made your priest, John Vianney, wonderful in his pastoral care of 

souls. Following his example, may we be willing to encourage and exhort others to live out their 

lives in faith toward you, and in loving service to others; through Jesus Christ, our saviour and 

Lord. Amen. 

MINITAS                            Trinity Lutheran Church,  8760 Transit Road, East Amherst, NY 14051 
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In Pastor Tim’s biography of John Vianney, and in the story of the two selfless parents above, we see vivid examples of people giving 
of their very bodies for the good of another.  John Vianney did so spending very long days in an unheated, and uncooled confessional 
to give counsel and peace to the souls who flocked to his care.  A simple man, he gave what he have, his self and his close union to 
God.  Idit Harel Segal chose to celebrate her 50th birthday by volunteering for surgery to donate a kidney to a boy on the other side of 
the political divide.  In turn the boy’s father offered the same.  Every time we donate blood, or simply labor, for another’s good, we 
join these souls in their work to bring God’s peace and light to the world.  We won’t all be called to spend endless long days and  
decades in a confessional, or to go under the knife for a near stranger, but, as this coming Sunday’s Offering Song says, “Everybody’s 
Got Something to Offer”.  The author of the above story says, “...small acts of personal courage may not ultimately shape the larger  
outcome.” While I enjoyed her story I do not agree with her assessment.  In fact I believe that each small act of courageous love  
offered is the only thing that will ultimately shape God’s “larger outcome”:  His Kingdom of peace.   Suellen 

Israeli Woman Donates Her Kidney to a 3-Year-old  
Palestinian Boy in Gaza 
by Judy Cole for goodnewsnetwork.org 
 
When armed conflict is a way of life, a lasting resolution may seem beyond reach. 
And yet, while small acts of personal courage may not ultimately shape the larger 
outcome, there are some people on both sides who continue reaching for peace 
nevertheless. 
 
Israeli kindergarten teacher and mother-of-three Idit Harel Segal wanted to do 
something meaningful for her 50th birthday. Rather than receiving a present, she 
chose to give one. In memory of her late grandfather, Segal decided to donate a  
kidney. The life-saving gift Segal offered not only aligns with her Jewish faith—but was her way of extending an olive 
branch as well, because the kidney recipient was a 3-year-old Palestinian boy from the Gaza Strip. 
 
Although there are strict restrictions in place limiting the number of entry permits, the Jerusalem-based, nongovernmental 
organization Matnat Chaim was able to arrange for the surgical procedure on humanitarian grounds. To move the little 
boy to the head of the donor list in Gaza, his father also agreed to donate a kidney to an Israeli patient, a 25
-year-old mother of two. With all the pieces in place, the surgery was scheduled for June 16, 2021, but before it took 
place, Segal wanted to make sure the little boy would know just how much giving this particular gift meant to her when 
he grew older, so she sent him a letter. 
 
“You don’t know me… You don’t understand my language and I don’t understand yours, but soon we’ll be very close 
because my kidney will be in your body,” she wrote. “I hope with all my heart that this surgery will succeed and you will 
live a long and healthy and meaningful life.” 

 
In the hospital, Segal met with the little boy and his mother.* She sat next to them on his  
hospital bed, and as the mother comforted her son, Segal sang to him until he nodded off. “He 
fell asleep, then I left. I cried,” she recalled in an interview with the Associated Press (AP). “It 
was really moving. Deep inside I knew I did something good.” 
 
Segal admits her course of action wasn’t received without conflict within her own family. Her 
husband, eldest son, and father initially opposed the plan. But Segal—considering the gesture as 
the way to best honor the values of the beloved grandfather she’d lost five years earlier—held 
firm to a decision she says came on the heels of an 11-day outbreak of renewed hostilities. 
 
 “I threw away the anger and frustration and see only one thing. I see hope for peace and love,” 
she told AP. “And if there will be more like us, there won’t be anything to fight over.”  
Eventually, her family came to appreciate and embrace the choice she’d made. Segal believes that 
compared to the grander scheme of things, what she’s done is only “a small thing”—but even so, 
any step closer to peace taken in good faith is a step in the right direction. 
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