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“You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and 
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”      
        2 Corinthians 9:11 
 
 
The relation of Sabbath keeping to possessions is an interesting paradox in Judaica. On 
the one hand, the Jews would choose gladly to live more frugally during the week in  
order to enjoy the special foods and candles of the Sabbath. On the other hand, the  
Torah commanded them to refrain from any buying and selling on that day. Thus, both a 
special appreciation of possessions and a desire not to be dominated by them are part of 
keeping the Sabbath day holy. 
 
The key to keeping both sides of the paradox together lies in recognizing that the material objects the Jews used for  
celebrating the Sabbath were just that: not personal possessions, but vessels set apart for the holiness of the day. This is 
one example of the way in which, especially after the destruction of the Temple, the Jews emphasized the sanctuary of 
their own homes: they honored the vessels they used for celebrating the Sabbath as holy, even as the vessels used in the 
Temple services were holy, and the father of the household functioned as the priest for the worship of the home-temple. 
 
This idea corresponds to the New Testament idea of stewardship—that we do not own our possessions, but are instead 
entrusted with them in order to serve God with them …. 
 
I have chosen pink candles (since pink is the liturgical color for Joy) for my prayers that begin and end the Sabbath day. 
Those candles are holy—set apart—for that use only, and, whenever I light them, their gentle glow immediately ushers 
me into a sense of the Sabbath…. 
 
In the same way, I experience a sense of the holy, the set apart, whenever I use my grandmother’s china and silver for 
dinner parties (which I most often have on Sunday evenings) ….To use my grandparents’ treasures says to my guests that 
this dinner party is a very holy time, that their special presence in my home calls for the best and most beautiful I can  
offer, and that God is in the midst of our table fellowship. 
 
Prayer:  Giver of all good gifts, help us see that all our possessions are gifts, to be used in honoring you...Amen. 
          Keeping the Sabbath Wholly, pp.36-37’ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“...the Jews would choose gladly to live more frugally during the week in order to enjoy the 
special foods and candles of the Sabbath...Those candles are holy—set apart—for that use only, 
and, whenever I light them, their gentle glow immediately ushers me into a sense of the  
Sabbath….” We live in a world where “special treats” are not really so special, or treat-like  
anymore. If we want a Grande Mocha Latte because we’re feeling an afternoon slump, we get 
one.  If we  don’t feel like cooking, we go out for dinner.  If we can’t find anything we want to 
wear in our closets, we go buy a new outfit.  While this affluence certainly has it’s benefits, it 
also has it’s drawbacks, and one big one is that precious little remains “special” or set apart.  I 
love Marva’s simple way of beginning her weekly Sabbath observance with a prayer and the 
lighting of “special” candles.  In this simple routine she reclaims from our over-the-top  
consumerism culture the joy of setting apart and keeping “wholly”.  I think I’m going to dig 
out my used, pink, Advent candles and start a new tradition this week.  I pray that by doing 
so, I will enter more fully into God’s gift of Sunday rest.   
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G. K. Chesterton: Prince of Paradox 
by Pastor Tim for Saint Laika’s 
 
Gilbert Keith Chesterton was an English writer, poet, 
philosopher, lay theologian and Christian apologist. He 
was eccentric, whimsical, absent-minded, yet a prolific 
writer. He created the Father Brown detective  
mysteries. Two of his most serious works were 
“Orthodoxy” and “The Everlasting Man.” People  
often called him the “prince of paradox.” Chesterton 
described "paradox" as “truth standing on its head to 
gain attention.” 
 
As a young man, Chesterton had been fascinated with spiritualism and the occult, but his faith grew stronger over the 
years as he devoted himself to the defence of what he called “orthodoxy,” which was for him, among other things, an 
acknowledgement of the mystery and paradox of Christian faith in an age of increasing scepticism. Chesterton converted 
from Anglicanism to Roman Catholicism and was a passionate defender of the Christian faith. He was in part responsible 
for C.S. Lewis’s own conversion to Christianity. Chesterton died on June 14 in 1936. 
 
Quotes. Chesterton was at his best with short quotes and one-liners. Here are a few: 
 
“The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found difficult and left untried.” 
 
“The riddles of God are more satisfying than the solutions of man.” 
 
“Christendom has had a series of revolutions and in each one of them, Christianity has died. Christianity has died many 
times and risen again; for it had a God who knew the way out of the grave.” 
 
Scripture. In "The Book of Ecclesiastes," chapter nine, verses eleven and twelve, we read: 
 
"Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches 
to the intelligent, nor favour to the skilful; but time and chance happen to them all. For no one can anticipate the time of 
disaster. Like fish taken in a cruel net and like birds caught in a snare, so mortals are snared at a time of calamity when it 
suddenly falls upon them. 

Prayer.  
 
O God of earth and altar, you gave G. K. Chesterton a ready tongue 
and pen and inspired him to use them in your service. Mercifully 
grant that we may be inspired to witness cheerfully to the hope that 
is in us; through Jesus Christ our saviour, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 


