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Thursday of  Week 12, Morning by Morning, Marva Dawn 
 
I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance 
that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the  
testimony of Jesus.         Revelation 1:9 
 
When the seer John identifies himself, he calls himself a brother and fellow participant in the 
tribulation . He does not write as one superior to his readers or distant from them. He 
understands their sufferings from the inside. He is participating in their anguish, too. 
 
Moreover, John does not stop with the assurance that he shares in their suffering. He says 
that he also shares in the kingdom and in the patience in Christ, which they are all practicing…. 
 
The word kingdom means, of course, the place or people over which a king reigns, but in the Bible the word emphasizes 
more the way in which God’s kingdom affects the lives of all who engage in it ….Christ’s kingdom, then changes all 
those for whom his lordship is supreme, who acknowledge that he is the ruler over everything….For those who believed 
in him, the reign of God continued to hold sway even in persecution…. 
 
John’s introduction reminds us that we are fellow participants in the reign of God…. 
 
This is one of the most important parts of the vision necessary to sustain us: a recognition of the community in which the 
kingdom of God is experienced. We are not alone as we seek to bring the reign of Christ to bear on the situations of our 
times…. 
 
Just as we are encouraged by the fact that we do not ever have to suffer tribulations alone, nor do we have to work alone 
as we carry out our particular calling in the kingdom, even so we also have each other to increase our patience. 
 
When Jesus sent out the disciples to proclaim the kingdom, he sent them out with this message: “The kingdom of God 
has drawn near.”…. 
 
What exciting things can happen when we join in the action of God’s incursions into human history and life and become 
reoriented to God’s future—when we recognize the precious commodity we carry with us, in us, through us, wherever 
we go. 
 
Prayer:  Reigning God, thank you for the community of faith,  through which we participate in your kingdom  
together…    Amen.        Joy in Our Weakness, pp. 38-41 
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This is one of the most important parts of the vision necessary to sustain us: a recognition of the community in which the 
kingdom of God is experienced. We are not alone as we seek to bring the reign of Christ to bear on the situations of 
our times….What exciting things can happen when we join in the action of God’s incursions into human history and life 
and become reoriented to God’s future.... 
 
It is so easy, especially in a season of isolation, to lose sight of the Community of Faith we are blessed to belong to, both 
at our own church home and in the universal church of Jesus.  It is so easy to become discouraged that things are getting 
worse in the world, despite 2,000 years of Christianity’s attempts to bring the influence of Grace, Mercy and Love.  But 
when I find myself giving in to discouragement of that sort it is because I have lost my sense of the greater Christian 
community, the Church, and that this is God’s Will we are striving towards, not our own.  He has given us each other to 
suffer with, work with, be encouraged with, as we do his Will in this world.   
 
So, be reoriented to God’s future continually by exercising your faith, hope and love.  Trust that even and especially in the 
darkness, Jesus’ light will shine brightly in us and through us.  Go forth with that precious commodity of God’s presence, 
confident that he is and he will continue to be working through you. 
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Harriet Beecher Stowe, John and Henry Venn, fighting for the abolition of slavery 
by Pr. Tim for St. Laika’s, July 1st, 2021 
 
Today Saint Laika’s remembers three valiant fighters in the cause of the abolition of slavery, on both sides of the Atlantic. Harriet 
Beecher Stowe in the United States, who was best known as the author of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” in which was recounted the tragic 
consequences of slavery on families. John and Henry Venn, father and son, who were active in the abolitionist movement in Britain, 
working alongside William Wilberforce. Additionally, the Venns founded and guided the Church Mission Society, which recruited, 
trained and supported missionaries who shared their faith in many places around the world. 
 
Harriet Beecher Stowe was born in 1811 and came from a family of Christians who practised their faith in public. Her father, 
Lyman Beecher, was a famous preacher, her mother, Roxana, was a public advocate for higher education for women and her sister 
Catherine was a fierce opponent of Andrew Jackson’s policy of relocating native peoples away from their ancestral lands. "Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin," (1852) ratcheted up the fervour of the anti-slavery movement in the United States. It was reported that upon meeting 
her, Abraham Lincoln said, “So this is the little lady who started this great war!” She died on this day (July 1st) in 1896. 
 
The Christian faith was foundational in the Venn family. John Venn was a priest in the Church of England, as was his son, Henry. 
Late in the eighteenth century, John became the priest in Clapham. The rectory of the church became a hub of philanthropic activity 
and anti-slavery activism. The group that met there regularly became known as the Clapham Sect. John’s son, Henry, was born at 
Clapham in 1796. The Clapham Sect saw its efforts rewarded in 1807 when Parliament passed a bill outlawing the slave trade, but 
not slavery itself. That would come in 1833. John Venn also died on this day (July 1st) in 1813. 
 
Scripture. In the twenty-sixth chapter of "Isaiah," at verses eight and nine, we read: 
 
"In the path of your judgments, O Lord, we wait for you; your name and your renown are the soul’s desire.  My soul yearns for you 
in the night, my spirit within me earnestly seeks you. For when your judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn 
righteousness." 
 
Prayer. Gracious God, we thank 
you for the witness of Harriett 
Beecher Stowe and John and Hen-
ry Venn, whose passion for justice 
caused them to bring to light the 
shame and sufferings of enslaved  
peoples. Help us, like them, to 
strive for your justice, that our eyes 
may see the glory of your son,  
Jesus Christ, when he comes to 
reign with you and the Holy Spirit 
in reconciliation and peace, one 
God, now and always. Amen.  


