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God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power; 
Crown your ancient Church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
For the facing of this hour, 
For the facing of this hour. 
      Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878-1969 
 
Knowing that Christians are saved totally by God’s grace and not by any effort on our 
part, the Church throughout the ages has understood that its task as an institution is to 
provide opportunities for the worship and praise of God and the education and forming 
of its people for a life of caring for others in response to that grace. We might compare 
these two tasks to the two great commandments—to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and to  
become the kind of people who will love our neighbors as ourselves. 
 
These tasks were more easily accomplished in the past when many elements in the structure of Western civilization  
contributed to the Church’s goals….We must see the vast difference between our present society and previous  
societies…. 
 
For example, in the Reformation era, much of the best music and art was inspired by the Christian faith and used for its 
worship. Homes were undergirded by Christian principles. Whole communities helped to raise children to understand 
and participate in Christian practices…. 
 
Can the Church counteract our culture’s loss of family nurturing and training to moor children to the wisdom and values 
inherent in the faith? It is urgent that Christians understand more clearly their position in this present culture as a  
minority, an alternative society. Like the earliest Christians, we want to be a people formed not by the ethos of the world 
around us but by the narratives of Scriptures and by the community of believers…. 
 
We must therefore consider not only the factors from the outside culture but also the voices from within that influence 
how the Church understands itself….We must ask new questions about the meaning and means of worshiping and living 
in the family of faith and of welcoming our children and strangers to live there, too. 
 
Prayer 
 

God of grace and glory, call us to faithfulness in following your command to love you and our neighbor, within, 
and in spite of, a culture that does not share these goals… Amen. 
         Reaching Out, pp. 3, 8-10. 
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Debbie and Doug Cassidy went to  

Colorado to visit Andy and Eli and 

shared this beautiful photo with us.   

It’s good that we continue to be united 

in prayer, even as they are obviously  

settling in so well in their new home 

state.  God bless you, Andy and Eli!   

We miss you, but are so happy that you 

are enjoying such truly awesome  

surroundings! 
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Happy Pentecost, Trinity!  As we celebrate what many call the “Birthday of the 
Church” we are also celebrating the milestone of the first mask-less worship  

service (for the vaccinated) since Covid.  Breathe on us, O breath of God, as we 
give thanks and praise to you for this blessing.   
 
It is of course a solemn celebration.  We are so thankful to see each other’s full 
faces again, but remember all of the faces lost, suffering endured.  So much has 
changed in this long Covid season, but the most important things have not:: 
God, faith, family, community, and especially that most special community we 
call church.   
 
It may be Pentecost we are celebrating this coming Sunday, but the overarching 

feeling is thanksgiving.  I am so thankful for all of the hidden and obvious  

blessings of this time set apart in history where my priorities were re-ordered and 
my faith strengthened by experiencing His goodness and faithfulness.  That 
goodness and faithfulness was expressed sincerely and authentically in YOU, 
Trinity family.  Whatever 2020 and 2021 threw at you, you came up smiling and 
determined to keep doing God’s will and Showing and Sharing His love.  Thank 
you for  being such a bright beacon.  I can’t wait to see what the Holy Spirit has 
planned next!  

Thank you, 
Jesus! 


