
Dear People of God at Trinity,          Wednesday, November 18 
 
As many of  you are aware much of  Erie County has been designated a “Yellow Zone” via New York 
state guidelines.  What does that mean for us here at Trinity? Here at Trinity we have always placed 
your physical safety at the top of  our priorities when it comes to this Pandemic.  Here at Trinity we 
have always operated within the New York state guidelines in terms of  worship. And we will go the 
extra mile here as well. 
 
This designation will change our operating procedures in the following ways: 
 
-Because exposure time is related to the rate of  exposure, our total service is aimed at 30 to 40   
      minutes. This will directly influence announcements, readings and some musical offerings. 
-Congregational singing at services will be paused during this time 
 
We will continue to monitor the situation closely here at Trinity and around the community.  As many 
members are spread all around Erie County, if  parts of  Erie County enter the “Orange” or “Red” 
designation we will reevaluate our practices in light of  NYS and scientific guidelines. 
 
I know this year has been one of  hardship and loss for many of  us, and just as we began to get  
comfortable in our “new normal” to have this thrown at us can seem like a large loss. My prayers and 
hopes are that it is only a brief  time that we must reside here. I give thanks to God for the blessings 
of  these past months of  in person worship that we have had together, and I live in earnest hope that 
soon this will be in our rearview mirror. 
 
As we approach the end of  our liturgical year and with it enter the preparations for the birth of  our 
Lord I am reminded that as Christians we are a people of  hope. We trust that God is with us  during 
the struggles of  this life. We hope and trust in God’s promises of  renewal in our daily lives and trust 
that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of  God: not life or death nor hardship or  
disease. God is with us always now and forever. 
 
With every good wish, a prayer and a blessing, 
 
Pastor Wendy 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Our Zoom account is called “Trinity East Amherst” and our log-in for Sunday service is: 
ID#  872 5580 8440 Passcode:  397177 
Wednesday Exegesis continues to offer in-person and Zoom using Pastor Dan’s account:  
ID#  460 550 4086 Passcode:  600776 
Both of these accounts can be found at https://zoom.us/ .  Download the app to your computer, phone or device and   
go to: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4605504086  If you are using dial-up, find your local number at: https://
us04web.zoom.us/u/fei59xzihG.  To watch the recording of Sunday’s service go to www.trinityontransit.org. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Upstate New York Synod is putting together a recording of “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  
and YOUR voice is requested! 

 
We have submitted some photos from our church and would love it if some of you would submit a recording of 
your voice singing, “O Come, All Ye Faithful” according to Jon Madden’s instructions, below.  We hope to include 
the finished product in our Christmas Eve services and perhaps post it to the website.  So if you have been waiting 
for your opportunity to sing again, here it is!  
 
Information for “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
from Jon Madden, editor ~ jmadden@stpaulspittsford.org 
 
For the music directors and/or anyone who would like to submit a recording: 
 
We'll use ELW 283 as well as the David Willcocks descant and reharmonization on verses 3+4. Melody on v. 1,4; ELW harmony 
on v. 2; descant/melody on v.3. Participants can go to the shared folder to view the "Verse assignment" document to see what to 
do on each verse. However, the melody can be sung out of the hymnal for all 4 verses. A scan of the Willcocks arrangement is 
available in the Google Folder. Participants and directors should NOT use this scan outside of this project (just for copyright rea-
sons, etc). 
 
Instrumentalists are encouraged to join - their verse-by-verse assignments can be found on the "verse assignment" document as 
well. They can play right from the hymnal or the Willcocks arrangement (depending on the verse). 
 
Please note the final measure before the refrain is a half note followed by a quarter note (“angels”, (ap)”pearing”, “highest”). A 
passing eight note is often sung between the F# and the D, even when it's not written. If you could emphasize singing what is on 
the page with your singers, it would be appreciated! 
 
NEW: The guide track for "O Come All Ye Faithful" is now available in the shared Google Folder: 
 
https://tinyurl.com/AllYeFaithful2020 
 
I've included one "all parts" guide track with clicks, and one without. The clicks occur between verses if it helps singers stay in time 
and anticipate entrances better. However, I realize some people find metronomes distracting, so they'll have the option of either 
track. Both tracks contain the opening "clap". 
 
Shortly you will find additional guide tracks uploaded that solo out the different harmony parts in verse 2 as well as the descant in 
verse 3. Each singer will be able to sing along to any guide track they'd like for their performance. You will also (soon) find a video 
of Jon Madden conducting, if the visual cues are more helpful for some.  
 
Submission deadline: 11:59pm, Friday December 4th. Once the guide tracks are ready, singers can submit videos at any time 
(and are encouraged to do so sooner rather than later!) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
From Sandi Lau:  
 
I want you all to know about a church music venue my nephew has developed at his church. These people are all volun-
teers. They are very talented and last Wednesday was beyond good. The Compline presentation is from 20 - 30 minutes, 
every Wednesday evening. starting at 8:30. Wonderful way to de-stress. Easy to access. www.stlukeithaca.org Scroll 
down to Wednesday Compline 8:30 PM. 
 
I’m sure you will like it and benefit from it. 
           —Sandi 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Christ the King? Advent devotionals?  WOW! How did we get to the end of the liturgical year and almost the end of 
2020?  Holding Jesus’ hand, that’s how.  And that is how we are going to get through this latest surge and the  
restrictions that will likely take us through a quieter Christmas season than we have ever known.  Back when things 
started to open up again this spring, we wondered if we would carry the simple lessons we had learned in lock-down, 
back into the world.  How did that go?  Were you able to hold on to the simplifications and the joy of everyday life, or 
did the swirl of activity and political angst pull you back in?  I experienced a mixed bag.  Perhaps Thanksgiving and  
Advent are the perfect time to take another look at the ‘simple gifts’ and prepare for 
the gift of the Christ Child again on 12/24/2020.  Jesus is with us every step of this 
strange way, holding our hands, gently leading us on.  I pray that we are able to use 
our hard-earned “20/20 vision” to see what is truly important, as well as the  
abundance God gives, even in the midst of the strangest holiday season ever.     

Suellen 


