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Wednesday, December 16 
 
From Mary Wolf’s, “Jesus’ Family Tree: Advent 2020” 
Third Wednesday in Advent 
 
O God of light, your Word, a lamp unfailing, 
Shall pierce the darkness of our earth-bound way 
And show your grace, your plan for us unveiling, 
And guide our footsteps to the perfect day.           (LBW #237)  
 

For thus says the LORD: Only when Babylon's seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and 
bring you back to this place. For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your  
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.    (Jeremiah 29:10-11) 
 

The prophet Jeremiah had a problem: the people just wouldn’t listen to the word God spoke through him. He warned them of the 
dangers of worshipping false gods. They didn’t listen. He warned them of the dangers of making treaties with some of the nations 
around them. They didn’t listen. But Jeremiah continued to speak God’s word to a stubborn and stiff-necked people. Jeremiah con-
tinued to tell them about God’s love and faithfulness, even when the people were faithless. He told them that God plans for their 
welfare and for their future in God’s plans!  
 

Prayer: Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through 
perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us, and 
your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (LBW #251)  
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“...paths yet untrodden, through perils unknown.”  This is the very place that calls us to deeper trust.  The author of Hebrews tells us that faith is 
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things unseen.  Just looking at the photo Mary chose for today’s devotional entry is enough to 
cause me some serious 2020 style anxiety if I let it.  But, it’s time to exercise my faith in a God who has good plans for my future.  When I was a 
child, I loved amusement park rides.  That photo Mary chose would have made me wish I could get in a car and zoom all over it!  Somewhere 
along the way the ‘prudence of worldlings’ took over and my sense of adventure got shelved.  One thing that 2020 has taught me is that bracing 
for the next bad thing is no way to get through.  I have to pull that sense of adventure off of the shelf, dust it off, get in that imaginary car and 
start zooming all over the crazy, indecipherable road ahead, trusting God will lead me, even when all is confusion and haze.  I trust you, Lord!  
Mother necessity has had us building up our trust muscles this year.  Let’s use that training in 2021 to face the future God has prepared us for 
with a childlike sense of adventure.  If we’re bracing against the next blow we will miss the opportunity to show and share his love.  So get in your 
imaginary car and let’s go!  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MINITAS                            Trinity Lutheran Church,  8760 Transit Road, East Amherst, NY 14051 

Thank you to Kathy Sullivan for  
sending us a link to a short video on 
the upcoming celestial event being 

dubbed by some,“The Christmas Star”. 
The Weather Channel video can be 

seen here.  Say a prayer for clear skies 
on December 21st so that we can see it! 

Tomorrow, December 17th, we begin to pray 
or sing the “O Antiphons” at Evening Prayer.  
This signals that we’re really in the home 
stretch of Advent heading into Christmas. 
There are some wonderful resources out there 
to pray with these Old Testament images,  
titles, foreshadowings of our Lord.  In the  
extreme busyness that often accompanies this 
‘home stretch’ long prayers can be difficult to 
find time for.  But everyone can find time for 
the “O’s”.   
 
There is a very short article with the  
O Anitphons here.  



From Pastor Shakemore Shoko: 
 
Thank you very much for the prayers you are doing for us. It makes us feel  
better though our economy is crumbling due to COVID19 affecting our  
Mission Work in Christ as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe 
(ELCZ). Please convey our thanks to the whole Trinity  
Evangelical Lutheran Church family. I would also want you to 
know that we are also praying for and our work together in 
the Lord's vineyard. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Shakemore 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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2020 ANGEL TREE THANK YOU 
 
Pandemic or not, our Angel Tree project for 2020 was a resourncing success! With assistance once again from Trinity East Am-
herst, we were able to send one book gift wrapped to every student at school #74 from pre-school thru grade 8!! We provided lots 
(too man to count!!) of hats, mittens and sc arves. The school supplies we collected were many and varied. The students will be 
ready to resume their studies with lots of new supplies to help them. 
 
Special thanks to: 
 Kathy Back for coordinating this project at Trinity. 
 
 Judy Bradbury, Trinity’s own author who donated books for grades pre-K thru grade 2. Thank you for your generosity!! 
 
 St. Paul’s Kim Olsen for selecting and ordering the books for the students in grades 4—8. 
 
 Falling Leaves bookstore in Kenmore that selected and wrapped books for the 3rd graders. 
 
 Nancy and Vern Noble and Brianna Smith for wrapping all those books!!  Great job!! 
 
We continue to be blessed, especially during difficult times. Thank you, thank you to everyone at Trinity East Amherst and St. 
Paul’s for this outpouring of love and sharing it with others! 
         Arlene Bossert 
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