
Tuesday, January 5 
 
From Mary’s Advent Devotional for January 6 – Feast of the Epiphany 
 
Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 
Manifested by the star 
To the sages from afar, 
Branch of royal David’s stem 
In thy birth at Bethlehem: 
Anthems be to thee addressed, 
God in flesh made manifest.    LBW 90 
 
When [the wise ones] had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. (Matthew 2:9-11) 
 
Epiphany is a Greek word meaning to show forth or to make manifest. On this day we celebrate the love and light of God in Jesus 
being shown to all the world. Traditionally the Wise Ones (we don’t know how many!) came from a variety of places. Often one is 
depicted to be of African descent, another of Asian, and a third of Indo-European. All of them knelt before the child, prostrated 
themselves, acknowledging him as sovereign, and presented gifts. Let us go into the days ahead in hope, living in the love and light 
of Jesus Christ our Lord!  
 
 Many places will observe this day by marking their doors with the inscription 20+C+M+B+21 – Latin for “Christ Bless this Home” 
and the year.  
 
Prayer: Lord God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your 
presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.   
        (Prayer of the Day for the Epiphany of Our Lord – LBW 10) 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In many ways all of 2020 felt like an epiphany, a time and place where God revealed to us who and what we are.  And after a long year of soul 
searching and letting go of what was in order to grasp hold of what is now, we have re-learned that we are his beloved children.  Now, at Epiphany 
2021, we are reminded who Jesus is to us. Whether we are shepherds or kings, wise men or fools, Jesus is our Lord who came to save us from our 
sins. Perhaps it’s time for us to take that message of mercy, hope and the truest love to the whole world.  Suellen 
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If as Herod we fill our lives with things and again with things 
If we consider ourselves so unimportant that we must fill every moment of our lives with action 
When will we have time to make the long slow journey across the desert as did the Magi?  
Or sit and watch the stars as did the shepherds? 
Or brood over the coming of a child as did Mary? 
For each of us there is a desert to travel,  
a star to discover and a being within ourselves to bring to life.      Author unknown 

Alternative Prayer from Evening Prayer of Epiphany 
 
Father of light, unchanging God, 
Today you reveal to men of faith 
The resplendent fact of the Word made flesh. 
Your light is strong, 
Your love is near; 
Draw us beyond the limits which this world imposes, 
To the life where your Spirit makes all life complete. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Thank you, Mary, for another 
beautiful devotional journey 

through our liturgical seasons! 



:H�DUH�KROGLQJ�*DWKHUHG�:RUVKLS�DW�RXU�XVXDO�WLPH�RI�������$0����2XU �SURFHGXUHV�DQG�VDIHW\�PHDVXUHV�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�
ZHOO��WKDQNV�EH�WR�*RG��7KH�VDQFWXDU\�KDV�EHHQ�UHDUUDQJHG�WR�VDIHO\�DFFRPPRGDWH����SHRSOH��VR�WKHUH�LV�VWLOO�URRP�IRU�\RX��:H�
ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�OLYHVWUHDP�RXU�VHUYLFH��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�+RPH�&RPPXQLRQ��SOHDVH�HPDLO�RU�FDOO�WKH�FKXUFK�� 
 
83'$7(��:H�KDYH�KDG�DQ�LVVXH�ZLWK�WKH�=220�:RUVKLS�ORJLQ�VR�ZH�ZLOO�EH�XVLQJ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�IRU �ZRUVKLS�DQG�IRU �
PHHWLQJV���,W�KDV�EHHQ�DSWO\�UHQDPHG��³:RUVKLS�DQG�0HHWLQJV´�DQG�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�� 
 
KWWSV���XV��ZHE�]RRP�XV�M������������"SZG H+SWG��.1��9F�4\6�S6198�8�K847�� 
  
,'���������������������3DVVFRGH�������� 
 
:HGQHVGD\�([HJHVLV�FRQWLQXHV�WR�RIIHU�LQ-SHUVRQ�DQG�=RRP��XVLQJ�3U��'DQ¶V�DFFRXQW�� 
 
,'����������������������3DVVFRGH�  ������ 
 
%RWK�RI�WKHVH�DFFRXQWV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�KWWSV���]RRP�XV�����<RX�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�GRZQORDG�WKH�DSS�WR�\RXU�FRPSXWHU��SKRQH�RU� 
GHYLFH���7KHQ��WR�MRLQ�RXU�=RRP�PHHWLQJ�VLPSO\�JR�WR��KWWSV���XV��ZHE�]RRP�XV�M�������������,I�\RX�DUH�XVLQJ�GLDO-XS��ILQG�
\RXU�ORFDO��QXPEHU�DW��KWWSV���XV��ZHE�]RRP�XV�X�IHL��[]LK*���7R�ZDWFK�WKH�UHFRUGLQJ�RI�6XQGD\¶V�VHUYLFH�JR�WR�7ULQLW\¶V�
<RX7XEH�&KDQQHO�KHUH�� 
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

Oncologist erases medical debt for nearly 200 of his patients 
Celine Castronuovo for msn.com 
 
An Arkansas oncologist decided to give nearly 200 patients a Christmas gift that he hoped would make their lives "a little 
bit easier": erasing their more than half a million dollars in medical debt. Dr. Omar Atiq, who founded the Arkansas 
Cancer Clinic in 1991, sent out a notice to his patients just days before Dec. 25 saying that "the clinic has decided to 
forego all balances owed to the clinic by its patients," according to the Arkansas Democrat Gazette. The outlet reported 
that Atiq had closed the clinic in late February after nearly 30 years of providing cancer treatments, including  
chemotherapy and radiation therapy. Atiq told ABC's "Good Morning America" in an interview published Friday that he 
had worked with a billing company for months to collect any remaining payments from patients, but eventually decided 
to stop contacting them. 
 
As of December, the clinic still had a total of nearly $650,000 in outstanding patient bills, according to Atiq, who is also a 
professor at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences in Little Rock. "Over time I realized that there are people 
who just are unable to pay," Atiq told "GMA." "So my wife and I, as a family, we thought about it and looked at  
forgiving all the debt. We saw that we could do it and then just went ahead and did it," he added. In the notice to his  
patients, Atiq wrote that, "Although various health insurances pay most of the bills for majority of patients, even the  
deductibles and co-pays can be burdensome. Unfortunately, that is the way our health care system currently works," Atiq 
continued, before telling patients that all remaining debts would be forgiven.” “Happy Holidays," the doctor added. Atiq 
told "Good Morning America" that he saw erasing of debts as "something we could at least do to help the community," 
especially amid the economic crisis spurred by the coronavirus pandemic. 
"Since I started practicing, I've always been rather uncomfortable with sick  
patients not only having to worry about their own health and quality of life and 
their longevity and their families and their jobs but also money," he said. "That's 
always tugged at me." 
 
"I saw patients over the years who just didn't have anything or who went  
bankrupt trying to pay for their treatment," he continued. "In many ways it 
seems like a totally unfair situation." Bea Cheesman, president of RMC of 
America, the billing company that worked with Atiq, told "GMA" that Atiq's 
decision to forgive all remaining debts was a "very kind gesture.""Dr. Atiq is a 
very caring individual and he's always been extremely easy to work with as a 
client," Cheesman said. "I think personally that it's just a wonderful thing that 
he and his family did in forgiving this debt because the people with oncology 
bills do have more challenges than the bulk of the population." 


