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Here on earthy applying principles of love— 
visible expression God still rules above…   Bryan Jeffery Leech (1975) 
 
 The Christian community is called to be different from a world that makes idols out of 
informational or experiential consumption. Both the Word of God and the needs of the world 
that surround us call the Church to be an alternative society… 
 Karl Barth said that Christians should be people with the Bible in one hand and the 
newspaper in the other—that is, the situation of the world creates the ways in which we apply 
the biblical instructions and, conversely, the biblical perspective teaches us how to read the 
world… 
 Rather than having a low information-action ratio, we model for our children and  
nvite them into an active application “here on earth” of the “principles of love” so that we all 
become a “visible expression” of God’s rule… 
 For example, in the Christian understanding of work, artists don’t only paint, dance compose, perform. They use their 
gifts to express the wonder of God’s creation, to make us aware of the brokenness of our world, to stir up compassion, to bring 
God’s Joy to observers, to lift the audience’s souls to the other world for which we were begotten….Farmers don’t simply grow 
crops or raise animals; they labor to feed the world as agents of God’s provision… 
 What a difference it makes if we understand our employment as a means by which to glorify God and love our  
neighbors—just as it makes an enormous difference if parents understand their role as stewardship of their children for the sake 
of helping them to love and serve God. And when we understand our labor in such a way, our children learn from that modeling 
that whatever work they do, they perform is as a sacrifice of praise. 
 Such a theology of work counteracts the low information-action ratio syndrome. We don’t gather information for its 
own sake; it, too, becomes a vehicle for God’s purposes. 
 
Prayer 
 Loving and merciful God, help us to apply your Word to the world’s needs in all that we do for your glory…  Amen. 
      
         Is It a Lost Cause?  Pp. 181, 188-91 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Making idols out of informational or experiential consumption. Low information-action 
ration syndrome. Our employment, and vocations, as a means by which to glorify God 
and love our neighbors.  Marva sure relays a lot of wisdom in this short piece. Her book, 
“Is It a Lost Cause?” was written in 1997, but has only become more relevant as we  
descend further into this “information age”.  As I read Marva’s words, the 1980’s game, 
“Trivial Pursuit” comes to mind. The name itself, a good pun if every there was one,  
implies that the amassing of information in and of itself is rather trivial.  A mass of  
informational knowledge doesn’t equal one ounce of wisdom, and one truly charitable act 
is worth a whole lot more than a lot of worldly smarts.  On page two of this newsletter is 
a short article about a Customer Service person, whose job is literally to take information 
and respond with help, who turns this information-action ratio syndrome upside-down 
with her prompt and generous help based on one brief conversation.  
Hers is a heart clearly open to responding with God’s love and for 
God’s glory.  As we spend more time at home again, I pray we guard 
our hearts amidst the flood of information we are daily tempted to be 
satiated by, and respond instead with small acts of love according to 
our circumstances and opportunities.   
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Suellen 

For more “locally sourced” wise 
words, please don’t forget to 
pick up your copy of Mary 
Wolf’s Advent Devotional,  
Jesus’ Family Tree. 



Our Zoom account is called “Trinity East Amherst” and our log-in for Sunday service is: 
ID#  872 5580 8440 Passcode:  397177 
Wednesday Exegesis continues to offer in-person and Zoom using Pastor Dan’s account:  
ID#  460 550 4086 Passcode:  600776 
Both of these accounts can be found at https://zoom.us/ .  Download the app to your computer, phone or device and   
go to: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4605504086  If you are using dial-up, find your local number at: https://
us04web.zoom.us/u/fei59xzihG.  To watch the recording of Sunday’s service go to www.trinityontransit.org. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TriniKnits Update 
Barb received the following note of  thanks from Marilynn Horwood:  

 
Hi Barb, 
Here are the photos we took Saturday as 
we were hanging the scarves and hats in 
Cathedral Park.  The last photo was taken 
this morning and is of  the empty trees. 
The need is truly great! 
Thanks again so much to all those that  
lovingly created the items that will help 
keep some of  Buffalo's homeless folks 
warmer this winter.  
Wishing you a Happy Thanksgiving, 
blessed Christmas and Happy New Year, 
Marilynn 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Incredible Customer Service Letter Arrives Next Day After Phone Call Opens Personal Connection 
by ArpiKrikorian for goodnewsnetwork.org 
 
Arpi Krikorian wanted to place a phone order for contact lenses in October, so she called 1-800 CONTACTS—and made a  
contact she will never forget. “Along the way, the sweet customer service rep asked me what we do, so we had a conversation 
about my husband’s non-profit, Code 3 Angels and his global humanitarian work.” Currently, his efforts are concentrated on a  
region called Artsakh bordering Armenia, which was under attack by Azerbaijan to drive the Armenians from the area. She  
explained what they were doing as a family to help the displaced people of Artsakh—and she obviously made quite an impression 
on the telephone agent Lyndi Reed. “The very next day, I received a personal greeting card in the mail from that customer service 
rep with $100 donation inside!” 
 
The card reads: 
 
Dear Arpi and Joe, 
 
Thank you for sharing your story about the mission work you are doing in Armenia. My 
heart was touched. We live in crazy times. The people of Armenia will be in my prayers. You 
both will be in my prayers for you to be safe, strong and protected. Thank you for your  
contact lens orders. We appreciate your business. It was such a pleasure meeting you. This is 
a small donation. I know you will use it toward whatever will best suit your needs. 
 
Take care! 
 
Lyndi Reed 
 
The next time you need to call 1-800 CONTACTS—or any customer service team—
remember that there are kind people out there who might think it’s a pleasure meeting you, 
too. 


